
Plan is needed for port 
Editor.  The Hrmld: 

Dn .Innu;xr) 9, the Port of Ta- 
huya cornmianion presented R re- 
quest to Mnsun County Superior 
Court to dissolvo the Port of Ta- 
huya. The mquerL was met with 
opposition. Instead of p r c s e n t i i  
oral q u m e n t s  a t  the scheduled 
hearing, all intercatrrl p r t ~ e ~  met 
and reached n satllcmenr withvut 
the need far a hearing. Thin settle- 
ment resulted in an  agreed ordcr 
to allow lhe Port of THhuya to b+. 
dissolved. This order wan sikmed 
by all in teres t4  parties nnd thcn 
by Judge James R. Sawyer on dnn- 
uary 23. Thc a& order can be 
viewed a t  n r w . b h u y a . o r g .  

Basically, the order required 
tho port to transfer i ts  m a l l  park 
to a qualified endty and immcdi- 

provides Cor 120 days, dating from 
January 9, to accomplish this task. 

Unfortunately. the majority of 
thr  inmmirsmn rehrunnnn Jim 
Chnslrr, nnd finmciul ol t i~cr  Rvud 
Suuth hate chmen u, not cornol\. 
with the order. Evcry attompi tb 
have the commission get organized 
by diecussing the order and iden- 
tifying the steps nacessary to cam- 
ply with i t  hnvc been thwarted hy 
the majority of the commission by 
ref us in^ to even di.ccuss the optsed 
order. The majority of the commis 
sion haa willfully acted in bad faith 
by using its msijority position to 
stall the "immediate commencing 
of winding-up its nffaira" portion of 
the order. In additmn, the maiolitv 
of the  commission continues 10 via 
lare tho St.1.2 ol Wnshen,~on Open 
Pdbllc Mert:ngb Act If<'\\ '  42.10, 
bv adm8ncd.v ,l~aru*so. i iron Ilr~et. 
niss be tawn  each other: one way 
or mother,  outside oC open puhlie 
meetnls.  

Mort. apedfially, to date the 
cammission has not even identl- 
fied, lct alone discussed, eonaid- 
ered or evaluated any potential 
claims (assets) the port may have 
against other entities and indi- 
riduals. And as Christen has said, 
there are some potential elillrns of 
significant fimncial potential. 
The commission has not ad- 

drcstrd any ou:-tand6ng or cur- 
rent mquesls for p u b l ~  drsrlosurure 
of puhilr rcmrrls and snt lng* w- 
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eeived by  he port. 1:hris:m han. 
without mmmission disrusslon, 
pmvlded some documents bul 
without proper organization and 
rnanaement  controls. In fact, the 
eorrE>samn ;appotnwd me L> b rhe 
~ r . ' ;  rrcretaq. I wo: cue" !old :n 
m a n s  hu C'hnsten that I wvuld 
have all -the files within n few 
days M that I could get started. I 
attempted to pick up the  files on 
Januan, 26 and Christen refmused 
w turn them ov&. Now am 1, h w -  
ing bren assigned tbe r-ponsibil- 
it? as the a ~ r e t n r y  for complying 
v.-.th public records law, supposed 
to do my job? It's e set-up. Put me 
in charge and then withhold the 
documents from me. 

Xeieediess to say, the Liability to 
the taxpayer fol. the commission's 
failure to comply with the public 
records net ix growing. Addition- 
div.  the commission has not dis- 
cussed or odcd on mlleeting and 
marshalling any of its assets, an 
essential legal and f d u d s v  re- 
qui~ement  which must be done 
prior u, dis~olulion of lhc port. 
Finally, tila eommiesian has not 
discussed its records, let alone as- 
sembled, organized and prepared 
them for archiving in accordance 
with applicable law. 

In fact, Christen some time ago 
and without authorization of the 
commission, took over the port's 
Web site statmg that, i t  was hia 
personal property, and then al- 
lowed the  Web site to expire, las- 
ing all the  puhlie records, writings 
and sobare  that were To be orga- 
nized for a r e h i \ ~ g !  In fact. Chris- 
ten ignored advice and counsel on 
the matter, and has unlsdul ly  de- 
stroyed port records From his per- 
sonal computer, claiming that any 
r m r d  therc, direct(" or indirectly 
related to the port, is his personal 
record to do with as he  pleases. 
This Ries in the face of the law 
and thc  Washington State Attor- 
ney Gmeral'r recentiv oublished . . 
guidelines. 

Eve~.y time I attempt to address 
these? issuea, the majority ~f the 
commission refuses to allow even a 
discussion on the matter. 

The implementation of the or- 
der waa to have sotlsfied all par- 
tics. Unfortunatrly, i t  appears 
that  the mmmis~iun majority was 
avoiding thc work necessary to  

- 
"u.knd-up" thw aF*n of the port 
end was planmng all along to quit 
the tusk once the nark had been 
transferred. 'l'his ;s not right. A 
contempt of court motion will be 
filed end mlief will be requested. 

A solution: Give me a t  least one 
commi~sioner who understands 
the value of a plan and is willing 
to follow the agrecd order. and the 
mission t+ disaolvs the part will be 
acmmpliahed with little or no liti- 
gation. 

Brad Carey 
Tahuya 

Closure of 
bridge was 
a headache 
Editor,  The Herald: 

I hope that a lot of people from 
our fair city were caught in the 
traffic mess Monday. Maybe some- 
one will get off their you-know- 
whats and do something or send a 
letter to the department of trans- 
portation or whoever we have ta 
rrrltc tc l a m  swahilng nfthe traf- 
tic mecs w r  harl u h r n  the Taeoma 
Sarrour Hnder oils . i h ,~ l  down 

I voted fbr a tax increase so we 
could have a traffic light installed 
a t  the junction of State Route 106 
and State Routa 3. W3ere is i t  and 
how much longer do we have to 
wait? Also, what bas happencd to 
the Belfhair Bypass? 

Whnt I want to h a w  is this: 
What arethe peopleofour fa i r torn  
going to do ifwhile the  Hwd Canal 
Bridge is p hut down for rep ah, and 
then samething like an  accident 
shuts down the Tacoma Narmas 
Bridge during the same period of 
time? Can you imagine the mess? 

Granted, I know wenccd a sew- 
age system and sidewalks, but 1 
let's get o w  priorities in a I~M. It 
is a known fad the the Hood Ca- 
nal Bridee is mine to shut down I 
for r e~a i r s :  I Glievc it is next sum- 
mer. ivouldnl it be a good idea ta 
be prepared for aom&unforeseen 
"accident" on the Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge just in case? 

I would like to take this appor. 
tunity to acknowledge the polite 
drivers that were coming down the 
hill fmm Nlyn who let the  many 
cam backed up on State Route 106 
lake turns getting onto the  high- 
way. 1 was one of the  lucky few. 

Billie Scott 
Belfair 

HARVEY IdORRIS ....................................... Advertising Manager S r r v i , , ~  o*?orit lii,ilia or  w o r k i , ~ ~  
LIZ CASE ................... .... ............... OfRce ManagerIReporter I in .M'rrun CounT?. 

' Oflice Teleohone (360) 275-6680 526 W. Cedar St, Shelton I 

Bellair oMw o m  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Man* lhrough Frlday 

News and advertklng copy deadline n w n  Mondw.  For your Convenience 
mere is 0 moil slot by tie door tor  copy Office located In Me Lag Plozo. 

KEVAN MCORE ..................................................................... Editor 

,~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ ~ ~~~~ 

29431 Ol?mpic Ha?. N, Shcltm 
& ~ I o n o t : n e ~ r o n  MosorC3.lry.ouno' W'v(noosmevoCeolf!elar. 
A1 yn. Sropeu'or. . o h w  M w m  .o*e So-rv >'me h?!ln Worn O M  &:I- 426-9701 
Y Y ~ I ~ I I I ~ I I I I  me 111111m ~.NI~II YIO 

8 * *  

Page 2 - 8eHair Herald section of the Shelton-Mason County Journal -Thursday. April 6,2006 


