Plan is needed for port

Editor, The Herald:

On January 9, the Port of Ta-
buya commission presented a re-
quest to Mason County Superior
Court to dissolve the Port of Ta-
huya. The request was met with
oppogiticn. Instead of presenting
oral arguments at the scheduled
hearing, all interested parties met
and reached a settlement without
the need for a hearing. This settle-
ment resulted in an agreed order
to allow the Port of Tuhuya ta be
disselved. This order was signed
by all interested parties and then
by Judge James B. Sawyer on Jan-
uary 23. The agreed order can be
viewed at www.tahuya.org.

Basically, the order required
the port to transfer itz small park
to a qualified entity and irmmedi-
ately commence the winding-up of
its affairs for which seven items
were identified. The agreed order
provides for 120 days, dating from
January 9, to accomplish this taslc

Unfortunately, the majority of
the commizsion tchairman Jim
Christen and financial oftiter Brad
Suuth. have chosen to not comply
with the order. Every attempt te
have the commission get organized
by discussing the order and iden-
tifying the steps necessary to com-
ply with it have been thwarted by
the majority of the commission by
refusing to even discuss the agreed
order. The majority of the commis-
sion has willfully acted in bad faith
by using ita majority position to
stall the “immediate commencing
of winding-up its affuira” portion of
the order. In addition, the majority
of the cormmission continues o vio-
late the State of Washinpton Open
Public Mectings Act o'W 4290,
by sdmitted.y discussit. g port busi.
ness betweon each other, one way
or anclher, outside ol open public
meetlings.

More specifically, to date the
commission has not even identi-
fied, let alone discussed, comsid-
ered or evaluated any potenlial
claims {(assets) the port may have
against other entities and indi-
viduals. And as Christen has said,
there are soroe potential claims of
significant financial potential.

The commission has not ad-
dressed anv outstanding or cur-
rent requests for pubhe diselosure
of pubhic records and writings re-

ceived by the port. Christen has,
without commission discussion,
provided some docaments bul
without proper organization and
management controls. In fact, the
COM MSsion appointed me ty be the
por.’s secretary. [ was ¢ven told :n
wniting by Christen that [ weuld
have all the files within a few
days so that I could get started. [
attempted to pick np the files on
January 26 and Christen refused
to turn them over. How am I, hav-
ing been nssigned the responsibil-
ity as the mecretary for complying
with public records law, supposed
to do my job? It’s a set-up. Put me
in charge and then withhold the
documents from me.

Needless to say, the liability to
the taxpayer for the commission’'s
failure to comply with the public
records act is growing. Addition-
ally, the commission has not dis-
cussed or acted on collecting and
marshailing any of its assets, an
essential legal and fiduciary re-
quirement which must be done
prior to dissolution of the port,
Finally, the commission has not
discussed its records, let alone as-
sembied, organized and prepared
them for archiving in accordance
with applicable lasw.

In fact, Christen some time ago
and without authorization of the
commission, took over the port's
Web gsite stating that it was his
personal property, and then al-
lowed the Web site to expire, los-
ing all the public records, writings
and software that were to be orga-
nized for archiving! In fact. Chris-
ten ignored advice and counsel en
the matter, and has unlawfully de-
strayed port records from his per-
sonal computer, claiming that any
record there, directly or indivectly
related to the port, is his personal
record to do with as he pleases.
Thiz flies in the face of the law
and the Washington State Attor-
ney General’s recently published
guidelines.

Every time [ attempt to address
these issues, the majority of the
commission refuses to allow even a
discussion on the matter.

The implementation of the or-
der was to ‘have satisfied all par-
tiez. Unfortunately, it appears
that the commission majority was
avoiding the work necessary to
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“wind-up” the affairs of the port
and was planuing all alorg to quit
the task once the park had been
transferred. This is not right. A
contempt of court motion will be
filed and relief will be requested.
A solution: Give me at least one
commissioner who understands
the value of a plan and is willing
to follow the agreed order, and the
mission to dissolve the port will be
accomplished with little or no liti-
gation.
Brad Carey
Tahuya

Closure of
bridge was
a headache

Editor, The Herald:

I hope that a lot of people from
our fair city were caught in the
traffic mess Monday. Maybe seme-
one will get off their you-know-
whats and do something or send a
letter to the department of trans-
portation or whoever we have to
write te. 1 am spraking of the traf-
fic me=s we had when the Tacoma
Narrows Bridee was shut down

1 voted for a tax increase so we
could have a traffic light installed
at the junction of State Route 108
and State Route 3. Where jsicand
how much longer do we have to
wait? Also, what has happened to
the Belfair Bypass?

What 1 want to know is this:
What are the people of our fair town
going to do if while the Hood Canal
Bridge is shut down for repairs, and
then something like an accident
shuts down the Tacoma Narrows
Bridge during the same period of
time? Can you imagine the mesa?

Granted, ] know we necd a sew-
age aystem and sidewalks, but
let’s get our priorities in a line. It
is a known fact the the Hood Ca-
nal Bridge is going to shut down
for repairs; I believe it is next sum-
mer. Wouldn't it be a good idea to
be prepared for some unforeseen
“accident” on the Tacoma Narrows
Bridge just in case?

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge the polite
drivers that were coming down the
hill from Allyn who let the many
cara backed up on State Route 106
take turns getting ento the high-
way. 1 was one of the lucky few.

Biilie Scott
Belfair
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