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Port, bikes shouldn't mix 
Editor, The Journal: 

Looks like the Port of Shelton 
must finally attend to the prob- 
lem of dirt bikers marshaling on 
the airport. Now is probably a 
good time to resolve this issue; it's 
one that's been considered before, 
and sooner or later it  has to be re- 
solved. I know the port commis- 
sioners like to be good guys, but 
sometimes they shouldn't be, and 
this is one of those times. 

Dirt bikes don't fly and there- 
fore those who ride them have no 
claim to the use of an airport. The 
port commissioners' oath of office 
obligates them to operate Sander- 
son as an airport, to protect the 
airport from encroachment and to 
provide those who fly with a safe 
and liability-free facility to the. 
degree possible. There is no obli- 
gation to accommodatenonair- 
port-dependent uses, therefore, 
regardless of the merits of dirt- 
bike riding, it belongs somewhere 
elsc. 

I'm not sure why the port i s  
looking into the question of liabil- 
ity, as reported in The Journal. 
There is no liability associated 
with dirt bikes where there are no 
dirt bikes. 1 suspect, however, 
that with dirt bikers using the 
airport the liability is much 
greater than the commission may 
realize. As I understand the activ- 
ity, bikers unload on the airport 
and then ride off port property to 
enter private land, where they 
are not entirely welcome and 
where they negatively impact for- 
est land. As a forester wi th35 
years of experience, I can attest 
that rubber tires and trees are 
not compatible. On flat land they 
compact the soil, and on dopes 
they dig into the soil, exposing. 
and cutting tree roots, increasing 
the opportunity for root rot and 
reducing the productivity of the 
stand. 

I don't think the port can sanc- 
tion dirt-bike use a t  the airport 
without incurring liability for en- 
couraging trespass and financial 
loss to adjacent landowners. The 
port has a more assessable and 
deeper pocket than a dirt biker. 
It's not worth the risk. 

There is another issue, one 
that may be more interesting 
than serious. The land imme- 
diately south of the fairgrounds is 
the location used by Rayonier to 
dispose of pulp l~quor (sulfite 
cooking acid). It's a mixture of 
dissolved sulfur d~oxide and sodi- 
um bisulfate; it's very acidic. It's 
also quite viscous and will stay 
where it's dumped. (I'm a novice 
at chemistry so any reader moved 
to correct my words, feel free.) 

My point here is to call atten- 
tion to the fact that digging up 
dust while riding through this 
area is not a good practice and 
could lead to charges of negli- 
gence and liability on behalf of 
the port if it appears that the port 
is sanctioning the activity. Espe- 
cially if someone decides their ail- 
ments were caused by exposure to 
a toxic substance. Courts and 
lawyers love this kind of setup. It 
would bode the port well to make 
sure access to adjacent lands from 
port property is closed and 
fenced. 

In my opinion the purpose of 
ports in this state is to provide 
transportation facilities and in- 
dustrial parks. Scaports, airports, 
rail yards, marinas and the like 
are only feasiblc when they are 
collectively owned and operated 
facilities. Industrial parks pro- 
vide fire protection, all-season 
roads and power and gas a t  sub- 
stantial levels of use, as required 
by industry. But most importnnt 
of all, especially with a liberal 
court system, ports provide sepa- 
ration of the general population 

from potentially harmful activi- 
ties. 

In the past port commissioners 
haven't appreciated the value of 
isolation' and, as a result, have 
approved activities such as race 
tracks, campgrounds and ball- 
fields, all of which proved to be 
unmanageable and uninsurable 
to the degree required. I don't 
think it  is possible for dirt-bike 
users to indemnify the port, 
either from personal injury or 
from damage claims that may 
come from landowners. Better to 
prohibit all uses that encourage 
large numbers of people to mingle 
with industry and aircraft, up 
front. 

As far as the commissioners 
areconcerned, I would be happy 
to support any one of them for re- 
election. The appearance of the 
port is first-class, we are seeing 
the addition of orderly and well- 
designed light industrial build- 
ings, and there is a steady in- 
crease in the kind of jobs that our 
community should appreciate. 
They have a favorable, business- 
like rapport with the manageri 
wtio is doing a nice job. .Previous 
commissioners have.done a great 
job of improving airport and in- 
dustrial facilities. We have one of 
the best general aviation airports 
in the region. 

If I could give the present com- 
missioners some advice it  would 
be to continue the policies of re- 
cent years, manage the airport as 
an  airport and let the state or  
county look aRer the various rec- 
reational activities and interests, 
on their property. It's their job, 
notyours. All but aviation and 
light industrial belong somewhere 
other than on Sanderson. . . 

?-/q+.$~ Norm Eveleth 
Arcadia 

(Editor's note: The writer was 
once the port's manager.) 
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Editor, The Journal: Along with the three above you lose because of the fine print. 
The Shelton School District's projects, in fine print, was the We have the needed schools voted 

February 6, 2001 bond measure statement: "The Shelton Gymna- on, but what happened to the 
was passed after publication of a sium (Brown Gym) will remain fine-print promise that the Brown 
half-page ad on three projects - a for school and communitv use." G- wnlllcl ,,--;..e " ~ ~ - - -  -< --- .. --A- .---.,a; 

new middle school, a-new Ever- When you file a claim against Pauline Aldrich green Elementary and remodel- your warranty, contract, in- 
ino nf R n r r l ~ a i ~ ~  Srhnnl m,l,.mmno -1";- -+A ----. &:--- Shelton 

living 
the a 
hind 
there 
sonal 
isn't ! 
are n 
the ci 
those 

Of 
the si 
for hg 
childr 
age, c 
go to 
the x 
but i! 
to go 
her cl 

Wa 
count 
ton t 
place 
out, d 
with 
simp1 
warm 

Editc 
wl 

of the 
meml 
savin 
amw 
comx 
in rer 
and ! 
tions 

corn 
The 
afilii 
possi 
mem 
gymn 
dedic 
profe 
that: 
than 
trid'! 
tendc 

Wl 
read: 
ProPC 
the c 
the s 
is thc 
only 
thing 
could 
wher 
it, bu 
ity c 


